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Stn Theodore Juul, Eſq; | 


Member of PARLITIAM ENA for the 


City of London, &c. 


N 


ERMIT me to addreſs You as a diſtin- 
guiſh'd Friend to your native Country 

and to Mankind, this being the moſt amiable 
Title I could think of; a Title that very few 
can juſtly claim, and which Kings may envy. 
"Tis with the utmoſt Propriety that theſe 


Letters defire your Patronage ; as Your Self, 


with two other moſt worthy Gentlemen, 
are well known to be the Soul of the im- 
rtant Patriot Undertaking, expatiated upon 
in the enſuing Sheets. 
Your Opinion, (Sir) firſt turn'd my 


Thoughts to Subjects which demand the 


ſtricteſt Attention; Subjects tending to pro- 
mote the Felicity of Mankind, both as In- 


dividuals and Nations; not to impoſe on 


them, by falſe Gloſſes, as is the Cuſtom of 
venal 
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venal Politicians. And 'tis with Pride I pur- 
| ſue a Theory, which. You illuſtrate with ſuch - 
univerſal Applauſe, in Practice. 

With intinite Pleaſure have I conſtantly 
ſurvey'd You, in your rapid Advancement 
to true Honours ; Honours that were foretold 
by me, and which, I am firmly perſuaded, 
You will always merit. This can be no 
difficult Taſk for You, as Rectitude, good 
Senſe, Humanity, and Diligence, are inſe- 
parable from your Nature. If the enjoying, 
without Envy, well-deſerv'd Diſtinctions, is 
one of the greateſt human Bleſſings, You 
ſurely muſt be a moſt happy Man. 

J have nothing to add, except my warmeſt 
' Wiſhes, that your Health may be perfect and 
uninterropted, for your own Sake, and for 
that of your native Country, the ſerving. of 
which is your darling Paſſion ; and that I 
may be ever allow'd a Place in your Eſteem ; 
to deſerve which has been the perpetual 
Study of, | | 


SIX. 


Your moſt devoted Servant, 
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Hark! His the Fieuery !—This powerful Name 
Muſt ev'ry Britiſh, Patriot Heart inflame. 
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SIR. 


I 


of more Conſequence to the Welfare of thee 

Kingdoms, than any Other which could be 
ſent you; and therefore claims the ſt: ict. ſt 
Notice of every Man who pridcs in being a 
| B BR1- 


Doubt not of your , hearty Concur- 
rence, when I preſume to athrm, that 


the Subject of the following Letter is 
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BRITox, or has the leaſt Regard for his na- 
tive Country. I only wiſh that my Abilities 
were equal to my Zeal ; for then the glo- 
rious Undertaking which I have ventur'd, 
tho' with the utmoſt Diffidence, to write up- 
on, wou'd be ſet on Foot immediately, 
Some valuable Pamphlets, as well as Letters, 
, communicated of late to the Public, have 
greatly open'd their Eyes; and made many 
worthy and able Engliſhmen wiſh very ar- 
dently, that an Undertaking which, after the 
moſt deliberate Examination both 4ez7hin and 
without Doors, promiſes ſo mighty and new 
an Acquiſition of Glory, Strength, and Riches 
to theſe Nations, might be put in Execution 
with all the Speed conſiſtent with Care; eſ- 


pecially as DELArs may, on a Variety of 


Accounts, be attended with the molt fatal 
Conſequences, „ 5 

To excite the greater Attention, and at 
the ſame time Curiofity, I ſhall premiſe, that 
many of the beſt Hints now ſent you, 
are extracted from ſome of the PLANS 
tranſmitted to the Committee fitting lately, in 
the City, on the Britz/h Fiſheries; Plans 
drawn up by Gentlemen, perfectly converſant 
on the Subject treated on by them. As thoſe 
relate to the preſent State of the Fiſteries juſt 
mention'd, they inform us of a Multitude of 
very intereſting and curious Particulais, not 
found in former Authors ; or which could be 
of no Uſe for our Imitation, becauſe of the 
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Sa Changes, in Things, brought 
about ſince their Time. Hence our being 
made acquainted with the Thoughts of late 
Writers, may prove of greater Benefit to the 
Undertaking i in Queſtion, than all the Specu- 
lations, in the fame Way, of th.ir Predeceſ- 
ſors. As I would gladly be extremely intel- 


ligible, I therefore ſhall endeavour to write 


in ſome Order; and, for this Purpoſe, will 
now touch only on one Part of my Subject 
(that relating to the Improving of our 
Na IoNAL WEALTH) which all Perſons 
well acquainied with our Circumſtances, will 
own to ſtand in the utmoſt Need of be: Ng 
ſpeedily 7mprov'd. 

The Acquiſition of Ricnues, (and, at the 
ſame time, of naval Strength) by Means of 
the HerriNG FISHERY, was ſo veiy im- 
portant an Object in the Eye of our immortal 
EDpWARPD III. that it engroſs'd the moſt ſe- 
rious Thoughts of that fagacious Movarch ; 


and thence gave Birth to excel! ent Inſtitu- 


tions, many of which were afterwards copied 
by the indefatigable Dc. Under the above 
Prince was enacted, as is obſerv'd by a late 
Writer *, the famous Sratute of Herrings. 


* See a Pamphlet, intitled, The Wealth of Great Bri- 


tain in the Ocean, &c. Page BY Printed for M. Cooper 
in Pater - noſter- Row, and W. Owen in Fleet-ftreet, 
1749. Price One Shilling. This Treatiſe is infinitely 
the meft extenſive on the Heriing Fiſhery. 


B 2 That 


(12 
That ſeveral of his Royal Succeſſors enter- 
| tain'd the moſt advantageous Idea poſſible of 
this Fiſtery, is manifeſt from the Acts of 

Parliament made, and the Eſtabliſhments 
founded, in its Favour, during their refpec- 
tive Reigns. And the chief Cauſes why the 
ſeveral Undertakers of this Fiſbery, under 
the Succeffors of that King, failed in their 
Attempts, ſeem to have been their Want of 
proper Regulations, of Care, of fitting Au- 
thority to direct the Whole; and eſpecially 
of a due and ſufficient Fund or Capital; 
not to mention their ordering all the Hp, 
intended for Exportation, to be fiſt brought 
to the Port of London ; whereby they arriv'd 
too late at the foreign Markets, 

According to ſome of 'our preſent Writers 
on the Herring Fiſhery, it appears, from the 
moſt authentic Teftimon'es, ſuch as Sir Wal- 
tr Raleigh and Penſionary de Witte, that 


the Inhabitants of the United Provinces for- 
merly gain'd, from Two to Five Millions 


Sterling, every Year, by this Fiſhery. De 
I/it'e aſſures us, that it was the Poſſeſſion of 
this Branch of Commerce, which enabled his 
Countiymen to- contend ſo gloriouſly with 
their inveterate, rich, and mighty Enemies, 
the Spaniards. He adds, that the Fiſberies 
gave Subſiſtence to Fun hundred and fifty 
Thouſand of his Countrymen. Ahout the 
Beginning of the laſt Century, not only the 
Ditch, but alſo the French, with the Citizens 
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of Embden, Hamburg, and Bremen, employed 
themſc]ves ſo very largely in this Trade, that 


it was computed. they got, upon a Medium, 
out of our Seas, to the Vaſue of between 


Six and ſeven Mulion Sterling every Year 


and it does not appear, that the Quantity of 
Fiſh, in our Seas, is leſſened. The Reader 
will Pleaſe | to take particular Notice, that I 
am no ways for our quarreſling with any 
of our Neighbouis, or others. The Ocean 
afford ſo ample a Supply, that the various 
Nations need not enyy or annoy one another. 
As our Friends, t the Dutch, gained ſuch 
immenſe Wealth, by this Commerce, it was 
always very juſtly ſtyled one of the main 
Pillars of their Commonwealth ; and is ſtill 
termed ſuch, on a Multitude of Occaſions: 
That induftrions Nation uſed, when their 
Glory was at its Meridian, to employ 3000 
Buſſes, or F iſhing- Veſſels, ( beſides Faggers, 
or Tenders, Sc.) with 40,000 Seamen ; ; 
not to mention the prodigious Multitudes of 
People, which this Trade uſed. to ſet at Work 
on Shore. Farther : In a Dutch Pla fart, or 
Proclamatian, 79 in 162 the 
Fiſhery is called the Go DEN Mike of 


the Haves Provinces. In another Pla- 


8 See a Pamphlet - entitled, England's Path to 
Wealth and Honour. Page 11. Printed fn F. Gogan 
in Fleetſtreet, 17.50. Price One Shilli There are @a 
great many vainable Particulars 3 in oy. Piece, ds, 


cart , 
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cart +, dated the 10th of May 16 5 E. ; | 


Herring- Fiſhery istermed the principal Mine, 
(which Name is likewiſe given to it by De 
Witte) and chief SuepoRT. of Holland, &c. 
And great Streſs is laid on its Impor- 
tance, in the Inflrufions to the Dutch Mates, 
dated ſo lately as the 23d of May 1749. 
Hence we need not doubt that, if this moſt 
extenſive Branch of Commerce was carried 
on, by us, with due Skill, Integrity, and 
Spirit, it would bring ,annually into theſe 
Kingdoms a vaſt Flow of Treaſure and Mer- 
chandiſe, to the enriching both of the People 


and the Revenue; and thus prove of much 


more Conſequence to the Nation, than ſome 
of our American Settlements. 


A Circumſtance which ought to wake us 


from our ſurprizing Lethargy is, that the 
orcateſt Part of the Wealth, ariſing from this 
Fiſhery, is acquired chiefly by Foreigners, on 
the Coaſts of the Brit;/h Dominions : Theſe 
being the moſt happily ſituated, ' for the 
Fiſhery in queſtion ; and our Herrings being 
found better, more certain, and in larger 


Quantities, than in any other Part of the 


orld; as will be obſerved more fully here- 
after.— To demonſtrate that this Scheme is 


no idle Chimæra, it was executed by ſome 


of our Countrymen, 1738; when it was 


+ See an Engliſh Tranſlation of it, with that of the In- 
Rtruftions to the Dutch ates. Sold by . Owen, near 
Tenigle-Har. Price 6 d. 


found, 
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found, that our People caught and cured 
Herrings as well as the Dutch; and fold 
them (even earlier than they) for as high a 
Price at Hamburg and Bremen. And if the 
Gentlemen here hinted at, dropped their 
Undertaking, the only Cauſe was, their De- 


ſpair of being favoured in the Sali-Duties, 


occaſioned by the Removal of the Miniſter, 
who had promiſed to befriend them in this 
Particular. ; 

"Tis certain that ſome Foreigners reap 
prodigious Benefit, a Multitude of Ways, 
by the Fiſheries on our Coaſts; they ſome- 
times coming in Fleets (of above 300 Sail) 


within, from three to fix Miles of our Shores, 


and ſo might advance, with equal Juſtice 
and Propriety, as far into our Ifland, and 
there ſow and reap Grain. How would it 
ſtartle an Engh/hman, was he to hear, that 
ſome Foreigners had come, without leave, 
into one of our Maritime Towns, and ſow'd 
Corn round about it, and which he intended 
to reap! And yet very few of us ſeem a- 
larmed, when we are told of Incroachments 


made, by ſome Nations more vigilant than 


ourſelves, on our watry Dominions. But-we 


are injured ſtill more, by the grand Herring- 


Fiſhery, near Braſſa Sound, off the Iſlands 


of Shetland, belonging to the Britiſb Crown. 
Of this farther Mention will be made in a 


ſubſequent Letter. 1 2 
As 


* F 16 1 

As t6 the trite 5 Jectioh, of there bellg no 
Wert Markets for 1 to Rt out Fi cine ; 'tis 
anſwered, that the Demand for Herring os is 
allowed to be as confiderible as ever, ch h 
fome Nations, for various Reaſbns: which 
might be enturtierated, don't ſend a third 


Part 


not abated, is, the Attention which ſome 
Nations, at a Diſtance from us, have lately 
given to the Fiſber ier, and which they ſeem 
reſolved to purſue with Vigour, me 
add, thiatx the Gentlemen concerned in the 


preſent noble Smeg „know of ſeveral 
Markets for the Diſp of our Herring, 


&c. provided they in N a Good Sort, and 
Well packed and cured. Tis remake 
that a certain French Writer, famous for his 
Skill in every Branch of Coniterce, affirms: 
That if the Stotth Herrings were cured al 
packed” as 4 as the Dureh, they will 
iot only be as good as theſe brought into Holl 


Hauvur. From all that is ſaid above, it is 
evident, that there is Oppottunity for Great 
Britain to gain vaſt Treaſures, by this Brarich 
of Trade, which, if profitr| conducted, 


will not only p rove of great Benefit to Indi- 0 


viduals; but may likewiſe enable us to ex- 


tricate Poſterity, and perhaps ourſelves, from 


our preſent moſt burthenſome, moſt griev- 
ous DEBT ; and which, an Increaſe * our 


only, can clear. | As 


art of the Veſſels they uſed to do former- 
ly. A further Proof that this Demand is 


land, but 2 preferable to them in Point of 


(17) 


As the Situation of our Circumſtances is 


not very auſpicious, ſhall we continue thus 


ſhamefully inactive? Shall we, when a glo- 


rious Proſpect opens, neglect the number- 


leſs Emoluments to which it invites us? 


With equal judgment might a Man, har- 


raſſed perpetually by his Creditors, flight an 
Overture which ſhould be made him, by 
ſome generous Friend, of re-eſtabliſhing his 
unhappy Affairs. The like kind Offer is 
made us by Gentlemen of Character, who 
have the Welfare of their native Country 
ſincerely at Heart: Whence it may be hoped, 
that there is ſtill Wiſdom enough left in the 
Nation, for it to embrace a Propoſal which 
promiſes ſuch- laſting Advantages. 

Tis with infinite Reluctance, that I even 
glance at the preſent melancholy Aſpect of 


our National Affairs; eſpecially, as Obſerva- 
tions of this Sort, are frequently conſidered, 


as ariſing from a Spirit of Diſcontent, of 
Envy, or. more odious, Jacobitiſm. But I 
love my Country, and I love my King: And 
therefore, to imagine that I am actuated by 
any ſuch bad Principles, would be putting 


the unkindeſt Conſtruction on the moſt ami- 


cable Views, To prove that Reflexions, like 


to thoſe hinted at a little above, are not ill- 
grounded, let us only take a View of the 
following additional Burthens laid annually 
. = the Subject, during the Courſe of the late 
ar, | 


C Anno 


— 


EEE L 


[1742] ; f 24, ooo out of the Sinking Fund, on - = 800,000 - 2 
1743 35] 54,000 Duty on Low Wine 1, 8oo, ooo 
|1744| | 54,000 on the Surplus of ditto - -* - - 1,800,000 
1745 v | 60,000- Duty on Wines = = =. 5 — = _ 2,000,000 A 
& 1746 © | 120,000 Ditto, on Glaſs - 3,000,000 _ 1 
| 4) 1746f © 1 40, ooo Licenſes for retailing \pirituous Liquors 1,000,000 
— 17747 8 | 40,000 Tax on Coaches = - - - = = 1,000,000 | 
©. [1747 | | 156,000 Ditto, on Windews (Houſes.) 4, 400, ooo 
— |1548| & | 280,000 Duty on dry Goods imported at 5 per Cent.7,000,000 
| 11749 8 120, ooo out of the Sznking Fund, on = - 3,000,000 
. * l1750J L 30, oo out of Diffo = «= = '- 15, 00, 000 


Total 998,000 
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Now as the above Toral is an Increaſe 


(very near a MILTLIox Sterling) of our 


yearly LoAp; is it not abſolutely neceſſary 
that we cheriſh (fince we haveno other Way 
left to remove this exceſſively heavy Load 
from our Shoulders) any Expedient by which 
its Weight may be rendered leſs afflicting ? 
To eaſe the Nation, our Legiſlators lately 
made a conſiderable Reduction in the Pro- 
perties of Many, who could ill bear to have 
their Incomes leſſen d. If therefore Oeconomy 
becomes us, at this-JunQure ; ought we not, 


from the ſame laudable Spirit, to encourage, 


One and All, a Scheme, which calls us to a 
Fountain (as it were) whenge Naber are per 
petually flowing ?. - 

The famous Columbus came to England, 


and offer'd the Diſcovery of America to our 


Crown, but his Propoſal was flighted ; for 
which great Numbers cenſure the Monarch * 


whom he addreſs'd for the above Purpoſe. 


Whether our Poſſeſſion of the rich Peruvian 
Mines, &c. would have been of Benefit to 
this Nation, is juſtly queſtion'd by many. 
But every one acquainted with the Genius 
and Situation of our Iſland, and the preſent 
gloomy Face of our Affairs, will grant, that 
ſhou'd we neglect to open, as ſpeedily as 


poſſible, the Mere (if I thay -1 be allow'd. 


* * vn. 


the 


the Figure) thing Yoon the Britiſp Domi- 
Hions, and now fo happily pointed out to 


us other Nations may, with the ſtticteſt 


Propriety, funk in *he Claſs of the Ten 


01 Pirgint. 75 


a Citfcumſtance which ought more 


Mi ES NV Has condeſcended to t 


ing. Ler meiearneſtly recommend to you UE 
ADVANCEMENT or OUR COMMERCE, and 


culti vuting ibe Anirs or Px ACR, in which 


n may depend on my hearty Concurrence 
und Enconra *. And on another Oc- 
caſion: M hate ver good Laws 'you. ſhall pro- 
fe for THE ADVANCEMENT Or OUR 
RADE AND NAVTOAT Io, and rox 
AõeU¹¹νUνð,j A SPIRIT T or INDUSTRY 
IN ALL PARTS Or /THE Kinopom, «will 
be extremely acteptuble to me +. 
Tis a WecnonwroldiMoxien met, Let a 


King ſet an 'Exainple, andthe whole Wotld 
Will follow it. 4. 


Regis 1 exomplun totus componitur- li. 
Now as the intended Hibery offers us all 


the Advantages: aun mention d 2 his 


* Kinc's S MY 29 Nov. 1748. 
+ King's peech, 16 Nov. 1749. 


Maz 


pecially to roννẽ,j/aus, is the Declaration his 
epeat from 
the Throne, in the gracious Words follow- 
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12 March, 


[a] 
Majeſty ; we have the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to 
hope, that our Countrymen will not be an 
Exception to the above Rule. So far from 
it, ſurely no one will preſume to call himſelf 


a BRITTOxM, who ſhall refuſe to conſpire with 


the indulgent and beneficent Views of his 
Sovereign; and not endeavour to promote an 
Eftabliſhment, whence ſuch mighty Things 
are expected for the Benefit of this Country ; 
whoſe Proſperity is moſt ardently wiſh'd by 


SR” - 
1749-50. | Hop, 1 
Wur, &c. 
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LETTER II. 


Bzrrons! 9d ye the Otean's Sway ſecure, 
Your ſelves to the bold Fiſher's Toils inure. 


N 

N my former Letter, relating to the Eſta- 

bliſhment of a grand Her rINGFisneRY, 
&c. from this Iſland, I took notice of the vaſt 
Increaſe they might give to our WEALTH ; 
and, at the ſame time, to the Revenue. 
I ſhall now proceed to an Article of no leſs 
Concern ; I mean the mighty Addition which 
theſe Fiſheries would, very probably, give to 


our NAvar STRENGTH ; once our Pride, 


and moſt noble Characteriſtic. 

"Tis well known, that Land and Trade 
conſtitute the two great natural Intereſts of 
the Britiſb Kingdoms; (for that of Money, 
tho” made to govern Both, has too often prov'd 


as a Canker in the Body-Politic, and the 


Root of numberleſs Evils.) Between the two 
firſt Intereſts a ſort of connubial Tye is 
form'd, whence their Happineſs or Infelicity 
is reciprocal ; the Value of Lands riſing or 


falling, in Proportion as our Trade is in a 
flouriſhing or ſickly State, and vice verſa; 


and yet we, ſo far from conſidering them as 
| | Man 


— — — 


23.1 


Man and Wife, have ſometimes ungratefully 


treated one of them as a Harlot. But 'tis 


now in the Power of the third Intereſt 


Money) to reſtore the Other, juſt mention'd, 
to her natural Rights and Privileges ; and 


thus atone, in ſome. meaſure, for her paſt 


raicious Conduct. | 

But that Branch of our venerable Legiſ- 
ature, in whoſe Houſe the Herring Fiſhery 
Bill now lies, have difcover'd the juſt Senſe 
they entertain, of the ſtrong Union arid Har- 
mony which ought to ſubſiſt between Land 


and Trade, by the great Countenance they 


have perpetually ſhewn to the Bz/l in queſtion, 


and their indefatigable Endeavours to pro- 


mote it, Toils like theſe are truly Patriot, 
and give unfading Honours. There is no 
doubt, but the like Favour will be continued, 
whenever this Bz// ſhall appear before them 
again: And the fame Indulgence is naturally 
expected, from the generous Diſpoſition of 
the other auguſt Aſſembly ; eſpecially as his 
MA JEsTY has moſt graciouſly ſignified, his 
Approbation of every Undertaking whence 
his faithful Subjects may reap Advantage. 
The Fiſheries have ever been conſider'd, 
by thoſe who are Judges of them, as one of 
the beſt Nurſeries for training up induſtrious, 
bold, well-ſeaſon'd Mariners. From theſe 
Fiſheries, the Royal Fleets might, in any 
Emergency, be mann'd with Certainty and 
Expedition; and our trading Ships ſupplied 
| Re G with 
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with fit Hands; the Want of which has 
often prov d exceedingly detrimental to manx 
valuable Branches of our Commerce. Be- 


ſides that, (to mention this only by the way) 
the preſent extravagant Duties on Goods 
leſſen the Number of Merchants, and con- 
ſequently, of Seamen. Ten thouſand of the 
Fiſhermen we ace ſpeaking of, with the uſual 
Compliment of Marines, Landmen, Ce. 
wou'd, on any urgent Occaſion, man an 
hundred Ships. of War of different Rates. 
The prodigious Difficulty of ſupplying our 


Fleets with Sailors, in the Beginning of the 


late War, was ſo juſtly and fo loudly com- 
plain'd of, by ſome of our ableſt naval Com- 


manders, that it would argue the greateſt 


Want of Wiſdom. in Us, not to guard a- 
gainſt any ſuch deſtructive Inconveniencies, 
in, time to come. Hence it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that we provide, as ſoon as poſſible, 
for thoſe Sailors who are diſmiſs'd our Ser- 


vice. As their Namber is very much re- 


duc'd, by the late Treaty of Peace; ſhould 
theſe ſee no farther Proſpect of getting a 
Livelihood in their native Country, they 
will juſtly and wiſely endeavour to procure 


one in any other. We know, by the moſt 


authentic Informations, that great Numbers 
of our Seamen are gone into foreign Service, 


as others have done into foreign Fiſberies. 


How greatly the late wiſe Cardinal de Fleury 
improy'd the French Commerce, was _ 
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from the vaſt Increaſe of the Merchant Ships 
of that Nation, to the infinite Prejudice of 


our Trade in general, and that of our Colo- 


nies in particular. As the Seamen who are 
gone from us will ſcarcely be brought back, 
either by the Intreaties of their Countrymen, | 
or the Terror of a Proclamation; our own 
Intereſt (abſtracted from Gratitude, to Men 
who ſerv'd us ſo gallantly and fo faithfully, in 

Seaſons of Danger) ſhould induce us to = 
cure, with all imaginable Speed, ſome Em- 
ployment for ſuch of them as ſtill continue 
among us ; to prevent their being forc'd a- 
broad ; or their being reduced to the fad Al- 
ternative, either of begging from Door to 


Door; or of plunging into Crimes that may 


bring chem to a fatal End, of which we have 


already had many melancholy Inſtances.---- 


Thrice happy will it therefore be for Great- 
Britain, if our Seamen, who form ſo valu- 
able a Part of the Commonwealth, may, b 

the Expedient here humbly ſubmitted to the 


Public, be kept near at hand; to defend us 
in Time of War, and be render'd more uſe- 
ful to us in Time of Peace ! 


Our naval Power will be confiderably i in- 
creas'd, and our Country much better de- 
fended, by a Clauſe happily added to the 
Fiſtery Bill; I mean the Liberty which all 
the maritime Towns, in our Iſland, are al- 
low'd, of ſubſcribing towards this grand Un- 


dertakings a ; 2a Clauſe, the mare remarkable, as 
D it 
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it proves that the Founders of this Scheme 


do not any ways intend to make it a Mono- 
poly. The Mind of Man could not poſſibly 
deviſe a more. natural, or more effectual De- 


fence for an Iſland, than to cauſe its Coaſts 
to be cover'd, and guarded by Towns well 


inhabited ; and that byPerſons of conſiderable 
Property, who muſt be able, and would be 
willing, to oppoſe, with all imaginable Vi- 
gour, any foreign Invaders. This, doubtleſs, 
was the chief Motive, which prompted our 
ſage Anceſtors, to confer various Privileges 

and Immunities on our Sed- Ports. Hence 
it is that the Repreſentatives of the Cinque- 


Ports are ſtyl'd Barons; and are ſtill allow'd, 


at the Coronation of our Monarchs, to ſupport 
the Canopy ; ſignifying, emblematically, in 

antient Times, that they undertook to cover 
our Sea-Coaſts, in like Manner as they, in 
the auguſt Ceremony above-mention'd, ſup- 
ported the Covering of the Royal Head. Such 
a Diſtinction was due to the Cingue-Ports, as 
they fronted the French Coaſts ; and, being 
moſt expos'd, were therefore under the ſtricteſt 
Obligation to be, at all Times, able and ready 


to defend themſelves; and thus preſerve the 


interior Part of the Country. Such a Policy 
would deſerve Attention in this Age ; inas- 
much as it might prove our Security, (with- 
out putting us to any additional Expence, 
againſt Depredations from ſmall Veſſels which 
ſhould eſcape the Vigilance of our Fleets, in 
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Time of War; and free us from the Neceſ- | 


fity of dividing our regular Troops, in order 
to defend a Multitude of Places upon the 
Coaſts of our Iſland *. | 

The Eſtabliſhment of the Fiſhery in Queſ- 
tion, might put a Stop to the barbarous Cuſ- 
tom of impreſſing Seamen, and tearing them 
from their Families: a Practice ſo diſgrace- 


ful to the Nation, ſo repugnant to Magna 


Charta, ſo unworthy of human Nature, and 
therefore ſo warmly inveigh'd againſt, by 
ſome of the moſt judicious Chiefs of our 
Navy; a Practice which has prbv'd the Ruin 


of Multitudes of poor Families, and the Deſ- ' 


truction of ſome valuable Branches of Trade; 
not to mention its having been the Bane of 

War. This abomi- 
nable Practice affects not only the common 
Sailors, but is ſometimes ſcandalouſly ex- 
tended to the Mates, and even to the Maſters, 
of our trading Veſſels. Farther : What can 
be more inhuman, than to impreſs Mariners 
at their Return from tedious and painful 
Voyages ; without permitting them to tread 
their belov'd native Shore, or giving them 
the Conſolation of embracing their Relations 
and Friends? And yet Cuſtom has ſo far re- 
concil'd us, to this ſhocking Practice, that 


many ſevere Attempts of it are only made 


* Vide a Pamphlet, entitled Confiderations on the white 
Herring and Cod Fiſheries, Page 44, 45. Printed for M. 
2 in Pater- naſter- Roto. Price One Shilling, This Trea- 

e merits our ſerious Peruſal. | 
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the Subject of Laughter, I remember that, 
a very few Years ſince, at a Juncture when 
our Fleets were in great Diſtreſs for Want of 
Sailors; a Midſhipman, at the Head of his 
imprefling” Banditti, ole, in the Dead of 
Night, into one of our Villages upon the 
Thames; when crying out Fire, the hapleſs 
Watermen left their Beds, and hurrying, 
naked, into the Streets, were inſtantly Ker d ; 
and ſoon after dragg'd like Felons, on Board 
the Tenders. Such a Stratagem may, indeed, 
be admir'd and applauded by ignorant Sa- 
vages; but muſt ſurely be the ſtrongeſt Re- 


proach to a Nation which pretends (and be it 


not juſtly ſaid of us, that it is mere Pretence l) 
to Knowledge, and the Practice of the ſo- 
cial Virtues.----How would the Reader's In- 
dignation and Anger riſe, ſhould 1 affirm, 
that Doors are often- broke open, Windows 
burſt through, Floors toreup, and innocent 
Fathers of Families ſometimes murder'd, on 


theſe horrid Occaſions! For the Truth of 


which I appeal to the Inhabitants of Wap- 
ping, Shadweil, &c. 
Lis ſtrange to conſider, (a Reflection 

which may fill a good-natur'd Mind with 
Melancholy) that a Sct of People, who are 
univerſally allow'd to be of infinite Advan- 
tage to their native Country, ſhould yet be 
expos'd to Rigours, from which almoſt all 
other Bodies of Men are exempt; and that 
too in a Country whoſe darling Boaſt, once, 
| was 
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often drag the valuable Men, whoſe Advo- 


cates we are, from a comfortable Subſiſtence, 


and perhaps a much lov'd Family, and hurry 
them to neceſſary Perils that often prove fa- 
tal; or, if they do come back unhurt, may 
not reſtore them to their former happy, tho* 
contracted Circumſtances ; but ungratefully 
turing them adrift, by their being diſcharg'd 
the Service, expoſes them to the Mercy of 
a hard-hearted World, Here I cannot for- 
bear quoting four Verſes (tor the Sake of the 
Senſe” contain'd in them) tranſcrib'd from a 
Window of a Country Inn. 


Our God and Sailors we alike adore, 
Tuft on the Brink of Danger, or before: 
After Deliverance they're alike requited, 
Our God Neglected, and our Sailors flighted. 


As Matters now ſtand, it ſometimes were 
better for ſuch Sailors, to be diſabled at Sea, 
than to come off unmaimed ; fince, in the 
former Caſe, a moſt laudable Proviſion is 
made them, for Life. 

To returh : Reaſon therefore, as well as 
the common Dictates of Humanity, (to put 
Gratitude and Intereſt out of the Queſtion,) 
call loudly upon us, to caſt about, as ſoon 
as poffible, for ſome Method, which 
may prevent our being obliged, in future 
Emergencies, to have recourſe to the de- 

teſtable 
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teſtable Practice above hinted at. And none, 
(I preſume) can be fo} conducive to this 
ſage War ſalutary Purpoſe, as the eſtabliſh- 
ing a Grand Herring- Fiſhery. 

This Fiſhery would likewiſe anſwer every 
wiſe End propoſed; in keeping up a Body of 
regiſtered Scamen ; a Subject which has of- 
ten been judged worthy the Thoughts of 
Parliament; fince it would fave our Govern- 
ment the great Expence, requiſite for main- 
taining ſuch a Body of Seamen; and be, on 
many Occaſions, - of more private Ad- 
wk ON to the latter, as the Fiſhery would 
afford them a comfortable Subſiſtance. Not 
to mention, that thoſe: Men, by being ex- 
erciſed in the Fiſhery, muſt be:much better 
' ſeaſoned to the Service, than regiſtered Sea- 
men; as theſe would, in all Probability, 

ſpend a conſiderable Part of their Time on 
| Shot, when not employed in the Hecetiary 
Service of their Country. 

To conclude : As we ſeem by our being 
an Iſland, as well as by our Situation on the 
Globe, to have been formed by Providence, 
for ploughing the Sea, as well as the Land ; 
let us anſwer its beneficent Views, and devote 
ourſelves, far more _ extenſively, to an 
Element whoſe Boſom teems with Riches ; 
the acquiring of which, will at the fame 
Time, procure other Fignal Advantages to the 
Britiſh Empire. 

8 March 1749-50. Iam Sir, &c. 
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LETTER Il. 


ho fhing Arts the Hint and EA employ, 


Then will their Swords no more our Peace annoy. 


S IR, 


OULD Solon riſe from the Dead, and 

ſurvey with his Eye, the greateſt Part 
of our Iſland, how would he be delighted 
with its cultivated Face, the excellent Form 


of our Government, and the Progreſs of Arts 


and Sciences among us ! On the other Hand, 
how much would he be ſurprized, when 
turning to another Part of Great Britain, 
he ſhould perceive it to be unimprov'd, in a 


conſiderable Meaſure, by the ſagacious Hand 


of Art, and the Inhabitants roving about like 
ſo many Savages! But how would the Aſto- 


niſhment of this Legiſlator increaſe, when 


he ſhould be farther inform'd, that the 
Mountaineers dwelling in thoſe Trads, thus 
ſtrangely neglected by the reſt of their 
Countrymen, had been Injudiciouſly permit- 
ed to be tamper'd with by their Lairds, or 
Chrefs ; and impiouſly prevail'd upon, to take 
up Arms againſt their native Ifland |! Fe» 

Thus circumſtanced were the Highlanders 


| with regard to the other Britons, and to certain 


Fo- 


(:99]). 
Foreigners, who ſet at work all the Engines 
poſſible, to make them odious to the reſt of 
their Countrymen. Hence thoſe Mounta- 
neers ate charged with being naturally re- 


bellious ; tho' they become ſo merely, by the 


wicked Impreſſions made on their dark, rude 
Minds: Hence they are termed a lazy Peo- 
ple, at the ſame Time that this is owing to 
their want of Employment : It having al- 
ways been the deſtructive Policy of the High- 


land Chzefs, to keep their Clans, from Age to 


Age, in Idleneſs and Ignorance : Being per- 
fectly ſenſible, that Knowledge and Trade, 
by opening the Eyes of their Slaves, and 
giving them a Taſte of the Sweets of Pro- 
perty, would naturally be followed by Inde- 
pendance.. Men of Knowledge will be (what 
Heaven intended they ſhould,) free; And 
none but the illiterate can ſubmit to Shackles, 
That this deſpiſed People have a Genius for 
Manufactures, is evident from their Tartan 
or Plaid; the whole of which is framed in, 
and by, each Family reſpectively; and the 


curious Arms they make, is a Demonſtration 


of their Genius for Mechanicks. No Na- 
tion could be more ignorant and barbarous 
than the Ryffans; and yet the Light of 
Science has, within the Compaſs of a few 
Years, wrought an amazing Change, in that 
ſo long Gothic People. | 

The Highlanders uſed to pay a blind Obe- 
dience to their Laird; Firſt, becauſe be ted 
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them, | (tho! this often coſt 180 dat 5 And 


8econdly, becauſe they ignorantly thought 
him the greateſt Man upon Earth. But our 
Governours purchaſed very wiſely, not long 


ſince, the Highland juriſdictions or Supe- 


riorities; ſo that Nothing ſcems now want- 
ing, but to find out ſome laudable Em- 
ployment for the common People of that 
Country; and thus convince them, that Li- 


berty is the firſt of Bleſſings; and Loyalty to 


his Majeſty Ring George, their chief In- 
tereſt. 

As there are many fine Harbours, with 

a vaſt Variety of Fiſh of all Soris on the 
Coaſts of Scotland, it muſt be unpardonable 
in us; as it would argue Ingratitude to our- 
ſetves, and even tow: rds Heaven, not to turn 
our natural Advantages in'o their proper 


Channel ; ; by making a Part of the Occan 


belonging. to ourſelves, whence Foreigners 


have fo long drawn r Wealth, the 


Support of our own People. A omark ble 
Circumſtance is, that the Coanſts of Great 
Britain being very rich, the Soil breeds a 
Sullidge that ſwims near to it; and on 
this Sullidge, (Which d aws the Fiſh to us, 
and is peculiar to our Coafls.) feed all float- 
ing Fiſh, ſach as Mackarel, Herrings and 
Pilchards. | 
To be more particular : On II northweſt 
Coaſts of the Highland. of Scotland, is an 
extenſive : ard very certain Fiſhery + Yet is it 
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utterly neglected, tho no Ways diſturbed by 


Foreigners ; and this, becauſe thoſe Coaſts 


are full of Iſlands, where the Tides run ſo 
ſtrong, that large Fiſhing-Veſlels cannot fiſh 
near them. Here is fine Shelter, and ve 


good Food for the Fb. "Tis a Coaſt- Fiſhery, 
and muſt be carried on moſtly by open 


Boats. The Inhabitants of theſe Parts are 


quite Strangers to foreign Trade ; and pay 
the moſt ſubmiſſive Homage to the Com- 
mand of their imperious Lairds, Hitherto 
no one from the Lou- Lands has attempted 
to ſettle among them, By this Means, 


their Country remains almoſt i in its primitive 
State; though its Soil, in many Places, is 


exccedingly good, and very improveable. 
Theſe wild Inhabitants, like the American 
Savages, think of Nothing but how to ſup- 
ply their immediate Wants; and for this 
they need to be at little Pains ; their Moun- 
tains being ſtock'd with all Sorts of Cattle, 
and their Rivers abounding with Fiſh, The 
Lochs, or Lakes, on the Coaſts of Strath- 
navern, and the Shire of Roſs; and ſome 
near the Town of Stornway, upon the great 

Lees Ifland, are the moſt noted for Her- 
rings. Formerly ſome hundred Veſſels, 
from fifty to ſixty Tons, uſed to load Her- 
rings every Year, in thoſe Lochs, which 


very ſeldom faild of Fiſh : However, this 


Fiſbery has not been ſo much purſued, ſince 
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the Rebellion. The Iſlands of North and 
South Viſt, and about Barra, (all among 
the Weſtern Iflands,) are very famous for 
Cod and Ling. There is great Plenty of 
Herrings, as well as of White-Fiſh, about 


the Iſland of Sky; tolerable good Ones in 


ſome of the Lochs of the Ifland of 
Mull; but thoſe in Lochfin, and the 
Coaſt of Aire, are excellent. The Coaſts 
of the Iſlands of Iſla and Jura, with thoſe 
of Kintyre, and the Ifland of Arran, furniſh 
very good Cod. 5 this Occaſion the Rea- 
der is defired to lay the State of the Britiſb 
Iſlands before him. )----But it were need- 
leſs to expatiate on the very advantageous 
Fiſheries, which might be carried on, about 


the Coaſts of Scotland. 


The Highlands, which are divided into 
into North ard Weſt, contain vaſt Tracts. 
of Territory ; part being on the main Land, 
(as it 1s called Scotland; and the relt 
form the Iſlands of Sky, Mull &c. Some 
Diſtricts of their Country ate populous 
enough, and the Vallies fruitful. They are, 
in general, a ſtrong hardy People ; their 


Abode on, or Paſſage over high Mountaius ; 


the pure Air they breathe on them, and their 
unadulterated Food, (provided they have but 


enough) contributing greatly to their Health 
and Vigour. Theſe Mountaineers have pro- 


ved as ruinous and diſgraceful to our Nation as 
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the Sailors have been of Advantage and Glory 
to it ; and yet the former, inflead. of being 
dangerous to us, could be rendered exceed- 
ingly beneficial, Moultitudes of them might, 
under proper Regulations, be. retained very 


uſefnlly in the Herring and Cod Piſheries ; 
and ..ſhing Veſſels manned, in the Proportion 
of 12 Seamen to 8 Hi gllanders, or there- 
abouts; at the ſame time that the Wives 
and Children of the Latter, would be ſet at 
Work on Shore. By the Neglect of theſe. 
Fiſheries, great Naval Strength, and vaſt, 
Treaſures have been utterly loſt- to theſe 
Kingdoms; whence we may firmly be per- 
ſuaded, that our ſage Legiſlators will no 
longer permit ſo large a Body of uſeful Men, 
to ruſt in Sloth, Poverty, and Ignorance ; 
but excite them, by. due Rewards, to culii- 
vate their far-extended Waſtes; and to fiſh: 
properly in the adjacent Waters, as their lau- 
dable Induſtry will be recompenced with ſo 
many Bleſſings. The Arabians, have a 
Proverb, that the buſied Man has ever one 
Devil to plague him; but that he who lives 
in Indolence, is perpetually tormented. with a 
thouſand of thoſe evil Spirits. Our Nation, 
in general, cannot but be exceedingly de- 
ſirous of ſeeing the Highlanders ſeitled in 
ſome profitable Way of Life; as their In- 
dolence, their Servility and Wretchedneſs, | 
have too often been productive of the moſt. 
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Horrid: Effects. Witneſs the Rebellion i in 171 5 


and 1745. 


If it be a juſt Maxim, (and vho can doubt 
the Truth of it?) that a due Number of 


induſtrious Individuals, conſtitute the Strength 


and Riches of a Country, Self. Intereſt ſhould 
ſtrongly urge us, to make the Highlanders of 
Benefit to the reſt of the Nation; and con- 
ſequently our Neglect in this Particular, 
will argue amazing Supineneſs in us, (o | 
give it the ſofteſt; Term.) No one can be 
more ſenſible than myſelf, of the vaſt Utility 
which frequently ſprings from the Planting 
of : Colontes 5 nor is better perſuaded, of the 
numberleſs Advantages that may accrue to 
our Settlements in North America, and conſe- 
quently to the Nation, from the prudent Eſta- 
bliſhment of our Colony in Nova Scotia, 
(which Heaven therefore proſper !) and yet 
it would appear very ſtrange. to me, ſhould 
we, after {ailing croſs the wide Weſtern Ocean, 
at a great Expence, and running ſome Lazard, 
to reduce Savages, and ſettle in their Coun- 
try, continue to neglect the civilizing and 
employing the Half-Savages of our Own, 
On this Occaſion, methinks, the well-known 
Proverb might be juſtly applied, Charity be- 
gins at home. But if neither Charity, nor 


that ſtronger Motive IJatereſt, catr rouze us, 


for the Purpoſe 1 am ſpeaking of; ſurely 
our own Security will do this, for the ſame 
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weighty Reaſon, that a wiſe. Man would 
endeavour to correct any peccant Humour 
in his Body, in order to keep every Part of 
it healthy and vigorous. 
_ Farther: All Perſons inclined to the 
Naturalization - Bill, muſt neceſſarily be 
Friends to the Argument I here humbly 
eſpouſe, Every Reaſon urged in Fa- 
vour of the above. Bill, will hold much 
ſtronger with regard to our engaging the 
Highlanders in the Fiſhery ; fince, if it be 
granted, that the ſending over for Foreigners, 
to People this Iſland, would prove of great 
Emolument to it ; ſurely the civilizing and 
employing Part of our Natives, by whom 
we are grievouſly annoyed, at Intervals, muſt 
be of ſtill greater Importance to our Wel- 
fare. To waft Colonies abroad, and invite 
Foreigners to ſettle here, at the ſame time 
that we ſhould overlook a vaſt many thou- 
ſands of our Countrymen, would, (or I am 
greatly miſtaken) diſcover ſuch a Policy as 
a Harrington or a Sydney muſt laugh at, and 
few could attempt to juſtify. 
J ſhall uſe but one Reaſon more, though 
many occur, to enforce my Argument, and 
this is: That we ought carefully to preſerve 
the Lives of the Highlanders, in common 
with thoſe of our other Countrymen; fince 
the neceſſary Havock made of the former, 
in: Rebellions, is not only a Loſs to . 
ut 
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but like wiſe to our Poſterity; theſe being de- 


prived of the numberleſs Deſcendants of 
ſuch of the Highlanders as die in Battle; 


and who, had they roſe to Being, would 


probably have been of Service to their Coun- 
try. | | 


March 16, 
1749-50, Sir, Yours, &c. 
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